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May 19, 2004

‘The Honorable Marion Blakey
Feclernl Aviatlon Admipistrayon
800 Independeonce Ave , 5.\,
Washington, DT 20591

Dear Administrator Blukey:

We are wriling to gxpress seriows concem over the inabi lity of the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) 10 reach a voluntary agreement with the Nationa! Air Traffic Controllers
Assocrnion (NATCAY and Professional Airways Systemis Speciatists (PASS), who represent
aver 60 percent of PAA eniployees, and the assocized request that Congress how resolve this
raanter. TUis our sirong belief that involving Congress in these matters will be counterprodnctive
for all pmtles in the Jong run.

We nnderstand that rather than continuing 1o work towards reaching a voluntary agreerncm
wilth NATCA and PASS, the PAA has determined it has reached an ImMpasse in i3 negotmtions
with both organizations and has already sent the NATCA impasse to Congress to be resolved.
Many of the issucs aver which the parties are at impasse — including ehild care subsidies, Hexible
spending accounts, Jiability insurance, new pay systems and pay levels, cducational expenses,
curewr lovel definitions, ane promotions -- deal with fundamental terms of employment  Tn fac,
thie FAA has already sgreed npon many of the maters in dispuie in collective bargaining
aggrecments with othey bargaining units, The morle of your workers and the agency's overall
perfonmanes are threatened if employees are weated difterently and if these matters are not
resulved rough a veluntary agrecment.

Regarding the FAA and NATCA Collective Bargaining mpasse Subruission that was
recently delivered o Conpress, it is our understanding that theve is o question as o whether or
not this maner should be addressed by the Federal Serviee Impasses Panel (FSIP). In facl, in its
Tanuary 9, 2004, dewision, the FSIP stales thm questions exist in respect w its jurisdiction —
questions that “rust be addressed in an appropriate forum before the Panel commits jts resources
Lo assist the parlics in resolving the meyils of thair impusse.”™ As a vesull of thar decision, the

mAtter wils broughy (o an appropriate forum and a lawsuit has been fled by NATCA und PASS in
LS. District Cour,

Sinee the matter is now the subject of pending higation, with the main question being
whelher or not the subject is properly befare Congress, we encourage the FAA 1o retract i
submiigsion and awail a redalution by the cownt of the underlying jssue. Additionally, we urye you
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to continze working wish union representatives (o reach a suceessiul conclusion to these labor
negulAtions.

We appreeile your profpt consideration of these requests,

Sincerely,
Lo ety
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